The HOPE of Glory
Sermon 09th Jan 2011 Allan Jeavons
Story Eileen and I last night…”are you upstairs?”

Expand:
A bit like Gods’ promises….its already happened but it is still to happen.
Saved
process of being saved
Review where we have been over the past year
· We discovered that God created an awesome universe
· That as the scriptures tell us we were chosen before the beginning of time…chosen personally ..expand 
· That through the work of Jesus on the cross we have been forgiven everything and that we can now call him “abba” Expand
· That HE has filled us with himself…the Holy Spirit  and we are to take that light out into the world to co-labour with God to change  Expand and by bringing the light into darkness…we change the world.
· That we are not to sit in groups of light…EXPAND purpose of the Church
· God has given you all that you need to accomplish the task
So often God’s ways are not our ways and vise versa
· What do we know about GOD
· His values are a bit different to ours…ie
As Jesus says..You live by dying…You rise by going low…that you gain..by giving…lesser is more…you win win wars by having fewer troops…expand 
I’m reading Cannon whites book “the vicar of Bagdad”…..My ideas have been very challenged by it….MANIFEST PRESENCE OF GOD
I am an evangelical….I believe the word of God..I believe that Jesus is the way the truth and the life…..BUT……
I also know Gods heart and intentions far outstrip my limited theology’s…and there is always a danger in having our ideas fixed by what we “Know”
Expand
I’m also reading another book: A book on Quantum Physics  expand….. “How to teach quantum physics to your dog”,
Quantum mechanics describes an utterly bizarre world, where nothing is certain and objects do not have definite properties until you measure them.
 It’s a world where distant objects are connected in strange ways, where there our entire universes with different histories right next to our own, and where virtual particles pop in and out of existence in otherwise empty space
Quantum Physics sounds like something out of science fiction…but it’s science…the world described in quantum theory is our world in microscopic detail…this world with it strange effects …..and God created it all  !!!
If you are wondering…why…Dog Treat story
And if we approach the kingdom of God as a little child: Luke 18:17 (ANIV) 
17 I tell you the truth, anyone who will not receive the kingdom of God like a little child will never enter it."  EXPAND
There is a foolishness about the message we carry and also the manner to which the Kingdom works
1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (ANIV) 
18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 
19 For it is written: "I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate." 
20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 
22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, 
23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling-block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 
24 but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
25 For the foolishness of God is wiser than man's wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man's strength.
The point:
HOPE:
Colossians 1:27 (ANIV) 
27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Too often we have got our understanding about the kingdom wrong…expand.
STORY: Martin Luther ever forget the day when his friend me-lǎnk'thon  showed him that the word which had always been translated "penance" really meant "repentance," a change of heart.
The word AGAPE …..charity vs love
Hope the greek word is Transliteration: elpis
Phonetic Pronunciation:el-pece'
from a primary elpo (to anticipate, usually with pleasure); expectation (abstract or concrete) or confidence :- faith, hope.
Its not like “I hope I win the lottery”…BUT having won the lottery its how am I going to spend it
It’s the knowledge that Jesus has already accomplished the work on the cross….that it is a done deal….its the GOOD NEWS..The Gospel
Remember the prayer that Jesus taught us…Our Father who art in heaven..THY KINGDOM COME…THY WILL BE DONE…ON EARTH as it IS IN HEAVEN…it’s been done…we just need to grasp hold of it….
EXPAND
That’s why: in Colossians 1:27 (ANIV
27 To them God has chosen to make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
Do you see how that changes so much…the way we pray….the way we walk our daily Christian path    expand
Our position as Christians should be that we come as children….trusting and expectant of a loving father
Live OUR LIVES WITH THAT KNOWLEDGE
