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Sermon 30 Jan 2011 Psalm 67
· Desert Expand
· Sinai

· St Catherines’s

· Oldest scripture
· Bill Johnson…expand
Psalms 67:1-7 (ANIV) 
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, Selah [pause, and calmly think of that]!— 


2 that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.
 
3 May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. 
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples justly and guide the nations of the earth. Selah 
5 May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. 
6 Then the land will yield its harvest, and God, our God, will bless us. 
7 God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him. 
The point I want to stress this morning is this: God blesses his people for the sake of the nations.
Let’s look at this psalm in more detail:

The Psalmist asks for blessing so that God's ways may be known on the earth. The Psalmist is saying, in effect,
 "Bless me, so that I might glorify you; bless me so that I might show your power, your love, your majesty, your goodness to all nations."

Note that the Psalmist is not saying:

· He is not saying, "Bless me so that I can be comfortable."

· He is not saying, "Bless me so that I don't have to work hard to make a living."

· He is not saying, "Bless me so that others will be envious of me."

· He is not saying, "Bless me so that I can be successful in the eyes of the world."

· Now listen carefully: He is not even primarily saying, "Bless me so that I can bless others."

This last is a biblical reason for God's blessing, as He makes explicit in His call to Abraham (Genesis 12).
This was the foundational truth that God spoke to Abraham when he called

     Him out of Ur of the Chaldees: "I will make you a great nation, and I will bless you, and Make your name great; and so you shall be a blessing; and I will bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse. And in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed" (Genesis 12:2-3). 

God blesses us and gifts us so that we might serve and bless others……

 But still, this is not the underlying, fundamental reason for God's blessing. 
God blesses us first and foremost so that we can bring glory to His name.
Much Hebrew literature is structured with a central point in the middle, and then the  ideas that parallel each other the further away you get from the centre.
 This structure is sometimes subtle, but in Psalm 67 it is particularly obvious: note that verses 3 and 5 are not only parallel but identical. 
 Verse 4 is thus the literary centre of the Psalm, and as such is emphasized (for an important reason we will come back to). 
Moving further away from the centre, we would then expect to find that verses 1 and 2 are in parallel with verses 6 and 7.  Let's read these last two verses:

6 Then the land will yield its harvest, and God, our God, will bless us.  7 God will bless us, and all the ends of the earth will fear him.
The Psalm begins by asking that God will bless us, and ends 
by underlining that He will indeed bless - in part through an abundant harvest of food – 
then concludes by once again giving the reason for the blessing: That all the ends of the earth will fear Him, revere Him, hold Him in awe.
So this Psalm Begins and ends with the statement that God's blessings lead to His glory. That is the reason God blesses us.
But this idea is not limited only to Psalm 67 - you can find it throughout the Scriptures. There are many passages we could cite, but this morning let us look briefly at only two.

The first is 1 Kings 8:60. The Israelites have just completed the building of the temple. King Solomon offers a lengthy prayer, in part asking that God would meet His people's needs. He then gives the reason why God should bless His people in this way: "so that all the peoples of the earth may know that the Lord is God and that there is no other."

Solomon asks for blessings, so that all people everywhere might know that there is one God, that all other so-called gods are false, and that Yahweh, the God of Israel is that God. He asks for blessing so that the true God might be glorified.
The second passage concerns Jesus Himself. On the night before the crucifixion, Jesus is faced with a dilemma.
 All of His humanity rebels at the thought of the spiritual and physical suffering of the cross.
 How should He pray to God?
 What should He ask for? Does He say, "Father God, bless me! Save me from this horrible death!"?

John 12:27-28 records for us Jesus' thoughts and prayer at this time:

27 "Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour.  28 Father, glorify your name!" Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again."

Jesus does not ask for physical safety or comfort;

 He does not ask for worldly success or status in the eyes of others.
 He instead asks for what?........... For God's glory. And God responds: "I have glorified my name in your life, and will glorify it even more in your death"

Jesus rejected the blessing of a longer life on earth and being kept safe from oppression, for He knew that those blessings would not lead to God's greatest glory. 

So Psalm 67 and indeed all the Bible emphasizes that God blesses His people for the glory of His own name, so that His goodness, mercy, and love would be recognized and praised by men and angels.
This shows the deep biblical understanding of those ministers of the gospel who met at Westminster in England 350 years ago to develop a common confession and catechism. (As many of you know, a catechism is a teaching tool, where the student learns questions and the answers to each of those questions.) The first question of the Westminster Shorter Catechism is, "What is the chief end of man?" And the answer is: "The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever."
This is a wonderful summary of biblical teaching. God does not exist to meet our needs; rather, we exist to glorify Him.

So why should God bless you? God blesses you so that you might fulfil your chief end: to glorify Him.
Glorify His Name Among Whom?
Let's move to our second question: 
God blesses us so that we might glorify His name among whom? 

· Among those who are already believers?

· Among those who call themselves Christians?

· Among those who are similar to yourself?

The second part of verse 2 and verse 3 show that God's goal is much broader: that your salvation may be known among all nations. Let the peoples praise you, let all the peoples praise you.
God aims to glorify Himself not only among those already identified as His people, not only among those who are similar to His people, but among all nations, among all the peoples.
What is the Impact on the Peoples?
Verse 3 and 4 answer this question  - and remember, verse 4 is the literary centre of the Psalm, and thus is emphasized heavily in the original language:

3 May the peoples praise you, O God; may all the peoples praise you. 
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy
When the peoples praise God, when God is glorified in their lives, what happens to them?
 What happens to the peoples? Praising Him leads to gladness and joy! Those who don't praise Him, those who are walking in darkness, those who are bound by fears of false God and idols - those people are without joy.
     It was a theme that Isaiah and others picked up in words like, "I will give you (Israel) as a light to the nations, that my salvation may reach to the end of the earth" (Isaiah49:6). 

     This is almost exactly what the psalmist says in Psalm 67:1-2. Only the psalmist turns  that promise into a prayer (which is what we should do with promises):
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine upon us, 
2 that your ways may be known on earth, your salvation among all nations.
     God promises blessing to his people because he wants them to be a blessing to the nations…..so HIS name is glorified
 Therefore we should pray for blessing on ourselves for the sake of the nations. 

     This is not because God does not love us, or is just using us. 
It's because HE loves the nations and because he knows that our joy in all that God is for us increases when it expands into the lives of others. In other words, when we ask for God's blessing on us for the sake of the nations we are also asking for our joy to be full. 

