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Ephesians till now 
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….we are at Eph 2v 10…And I want to stop and make sure that we’ve all got it.  Expand
Last week: SAVED by GRACE through FAITH
Emphasise the importance of this.

Why? Religion vs Christianity…the good news..the Gospel
Explain

In our previous teaching we discovered:
Ephesians 1:3 (ANIV) 
3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ. 

 According to this verse, God has given us sufficiency in Christ. 

Look closer at this jewel of a verse. 
It is not that He will bless us. He has blessed us. It's a done deal. 
Ephesians 1:4-6 (ANIV) 
4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 
5 he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ
GOD CHOSE YOU/ME etc EXPAND
In Christ We Are Secure 
We discovered that: GOD

•
Redeemed us (through Christ’s blood)

•
Made known to us the mystery of his will

•
Given us an inheritance

•
Sealed us with the Holy Spirit, as a guarantee (down payment, deposit) of that inheritance.

But here’s the important part: It’s ALL ABOUT CHRIST.  
Without Jesus, we’ve got nothing.
AND Last week I explained: God gave us a set of rules
The ten commandments

Impossible to keep
Romans 3:20 (ANIV) 
20 Therefore no-one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 
Used Lois Giglio illustration:- Carl Lewis, leapt 8.95 m (29.4 ft

· James 2:10 (ANIV) 
10 For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at just one point is guilty of breaking all of it. 
The trouble is…many people including many Christians think that they have lived a good enough life…EXPAND:
Isaiah 64:6 (ANIV) 
6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 
Romans 3:10-12 (ANIV) 
10 As it is written: "There is no-one righteous, not even one; 
11 there is no-one who understands, no-one who seeks God. 
12 All have turned away, they have together become worthless; there is no-one who does good, not even one." 
Romans 3:21-26 (ANIV) 
21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 
22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
 
24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
 
25 God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished 
26 —he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

Romans 3:28 (ANIV) 
28 For we maintain that a man is justified by faith apart from observing the law. 

Teaching on Grace from  Loius Giglio. Expand 
I am not ashamed
If you ask most Christian If you are going to heaven……and still there is something inside of you that says ..BUT
“ I still have to carry this sense of Guilt/unworthiness before GOD”..I am certain that Christ died…there is a payment for Sin etc…BUT UNTIL I GET THERE…until I get to heaven…I will have carry this burden

Even though we are forgiven…we still can carry the shame etc

Two Things happened in the CROSS and the Resurrection of Jesus Christ
Number one..God took something away…..

2 Corinthians 5:21 (ANIV) 
21 God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
Forgiveness of Sin is half the Gospel
The second part of what happened at the cross is probably more life changing

GOD GAVE US SOMETHING
Ask what
HE GAVE US HIS Righteousness 

He took from us our sin….fantastic
But it doesn’t break the jaw of the accuser…guilt

Romans 1:7 (ANIV) 
7 To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Romans 1:16-17 (ANIV) 
16 I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God for the salvation of everyone who believes: first for the Jew, then for the Gentile. 
17 For in the gospel a righteousness from God is revealed, a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: "The righteous will live by faith."
EXPAND  When you believe it  you get it 
 When you know that…you receive it
Romans 3:19-24 (ANIV) 

19 Now we know that whatever the law says, it says to those who are under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced and the whole world held accountable to God. 

20 Therefore no-one will be declared righteous in his sight by observing the law; rather, through the law we become conscious of sin. 

21 But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. 

22 This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, 

23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 

24 and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus.
Summarize: Isaiah 53:1-10 (ANIV) 
1 Who has believed our message and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 
2 He grew up before him like a tender shoot, and like a root out of dry ground. He had no beauty or majesty to attract us to him, nothing in his appearance that we should desire him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows, and familiar with suffering. Like one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 
4 Surely he took up our infirmities and carried our sorrows, yet we considered him stricken by God, smitten by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7 He was oppressed and afflicted, yet he did not open his mouth; he was led like a lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth. 
8 By oppression and judgment he was taken away. And who can speak of his descendants? For he was cut off from the land of the living; for the transgression of my people he was stricken. 
9 He was assigned a grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his death, though he had done no violence, nor was any deceit in his mouth. 
10 Yet it was the Lord's will to crush him and cause him to suffer, and though the Lord makes his life a guilt offering, he will see his offspring(Jesus will) and prolong his days, and the will of the Lord will prosper in his hand. 

Isaiah 53:11-12 (ANIV) 
11 After the suffering of his soul, he will see the light of life and be satisfied; by his knowledge my righteous servant will justify many, and he will bear their iniquities. 
12 Therefore I will give him a portion among the great, and he will divide the spoils with the strong, because he poured out his life unto death, and was numbered with the transgressors. For he bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors. 
GOD LAID my iniquity on Jesus…I couldn’t even do it…I couldn’t  even  lay my own sin upon him ….It had to be GOD…and that is GRACE.

All of our Righteousness is like filthy rags

Isaiah 64:6 (ANIV) 
6 All of us have become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous acts are like filthy rags; we all shrivel up like a leaf, and like the wind our sins sweep us away. 

