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Easter Sunday 24th April 2011
Outline Easter sermons….subject is easy…it’s Easter after all.
There are some things that I keep going back over at this time every year….

Some of you have heard this sermon in various forms over the years. NEW PEOPLE
This story is so crucial that a sermon cannot do it justice…the whole of creations history come down to a point… Before and After.

Jesus knows what He is doing….it is not an accident that Jeshua is hanging on a piece of wood

Remember Abraham? Genesis 22:2 (ANIV) 
2 Then God said, "Take your son, your only son, Isaac, whom you love, and go to the region of Moriah. Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains I will tell you about." 
In the book of Chronicles it is reported that the location of Araunah's threshing floor is "in mount Moriah" and that the Temple of Solomon was built over Araunah's threshing floor.
We find ourselves in the place of the skull. In Jerusalem

When I was young

My dad Lord why have you forsaken me?   

MATTHEW 27:46

After Jesus had been nailed to the cross, He cried out in a loud voice at the ninth hour (3 p.m. in the afternoon), saying, “Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?” – which means, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”

The standard thinking amongst evangelicals has been:

These words spoken from the cross are certainly perplexing.  How could Jesus be God and yet be forsaken by God? Martin Luther said it best "God forsaking God who can understand that?”  I don’t know for certain, but here are a few thoughts that I have on this passage.
 
3.       The word forsaken here carries the idea of “abandonment.”  Jesus’ statement reflects the fact that His greatest suffering upon the cross was not physical but was rather spiritual.
RABI 
RAMEZ…..all expand
Psalm 22 

It is the only words quoted in 2 places in the gospels …also in Mark
When Jesus cries out, My God, My God why have you forsaken me, why might/would He say this aloud? Who were the bystanders?
 Think about this for a second; was it not the “religious” leaders of the Sanhedrin (a mix of Pharisees and Sadducee’s),
 the ones who had just condemned Jesus a few hours before and turned Him over to the Roman authorities? 
These folk knew their scripture, maybe they didn’t know how to interpret it, but they certainly knew it. The common people who followed Jesus to Golgotha, Mary, John and a few other women, they probably knew their scripture, much more so than the Roman soldiers that were there.
When Jesus cries out the first line of this Psalm, maybe, just maybe He was calling out to these “religious” leaders one last time to repent.
 Upon hearing this, their minds race to recall the words and content of this Psalm.
 When they realize the similarities of it and what is taking place, they have a choice to make; to repent of their sin or be indenial of their sin.
 “This one is calling for Elijah.” This may have been their attempt to cover up what Jesus had just said. Anyone who may have been pondering the Psalm, might have heard this comment and thought to him/herself, “Oh I must have misunderstood what Jesus had said.”
My point in all this? Even from the cross, Jesus gives the opportunity for repentance. 
From the cross He prayed for the forgiveness of His persecutors, 
The present reality for Jesus is in the early verses of the psalm:

Psalms 22:9-18 (ANIV) 
9 Yet you brought me out of the womb; you made me trust in you even at my mother's breast. 

14 I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint. My heart has turned to wax; it has melted away within me. 


15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to the roof of my mouth; you lay me in the dust of death. 


16 Dogs have surrounded me; a band of evil men has encircled me, they have pierced my hands and my feet. 
600 years ago when the psalm was written there was no crucifixion


17 I can count all my bones; people stare and gloat over me. 

18 They divide my garments among them and cast lots for my clothing. 

But it is the NEXT verses that are so important…what is to come:
Psalms 22:22-31 (ANIV) 
22 I will declare your name to my brothers; in the congregation I will praise you.
 
23 You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you descendants of Jacob, honour him! Revere him, all you descendants of Israel! 

24 For he has not despised or disdained the suffering of the afflicted one; he has not hidden his face from him but has listened to his cry for help. 

25 From you comes the theme of my praise in the great assembly; before those who fear you will I fulfil my vows. 

26 The poor will eat and be satisfied; they who seek the Lord will praise him— may your hearts live for ever! 

27 All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the Lord, and all the families of the nations will bow down before him, 

28 for dominion belongs to the Lord and he rules over the nations. 

29 All the rich of the earth will feast and worship; all who go down to the dust will kneel before him— those who cannot keep themselves alive.

 
30 Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord. 

31 They will proclaim his righteousness to a people yet unborn— for he has done it. 

